University of Idaho Institutional Biosafety Committee

	Date:
	Monday, February 9, 2026

	Time:
	11:00 a.m. PT

	Location:
	IRIC 321 or Zoom from a computer: https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81341123662 Passcode: 085879 or phone: (646) 876-9923 Meeting ID: 813 4112 3662.

	


Attendance:
	Voting: Paul Rowley (Chair), Amy Skibiel, Penny Borden (208-3103087), Josie Boyer, Russell McClanahan, Dorah Mtui, Steve Russell, Nathan Schiele, and Kasia Duellman
Non-voting: Arch Harner (Non-voting) Administrative: Himanshi Singh
Quorum was met with 9 of 9 members present


Meeting called to order at 11:03 a.m.

I. Old Business
A. Review of minutes from the previous meetings.
1. Discussion
2. Motion to approve.
a. Unanimously approved, no discussion.
B. Review protocol activity since the previous meeting.
1. IBC-25-030 (Liang) – AG Science 129A IBC application.
a. Proposed at BSL-2
b. Discussion
1. 5.3 & 10.0 Requesting removal of human materials (milk, digester, fecal samples) and associated references from the protocol, and submit an amendment when human work begins, including IRB protocol.
2. 5.3 Regarding pig intestine work, specifically integrating relevant information from the attached document into the main text of 5.3.
3. 5.3 Clarify or describe the use of organoids and human-derived cell types in the appropriate section of the protocol for better synergy between sections.
c. Motion for modifications required to secure approval pending correction to items 1-3 above.
1. Unanimously approved.
II. New Business
A. Three Year Renewal of Previously Approved Protocols
1. IBC-26-001 (Udekwu) – Altering microbiome composition through rationally designed antimicrobial and nutrient cycling regimen.
a. Proposed at BSL-2
b. Discussion
1. 5.1 Change protocol status from "new" to "renewal" and link the previous IBC protocol.
2. 5.3 Provide more detail on the risk and mitigation procedures for venting tubes after incubation, specifying if this should be done in a biosafety cabinet.
3. 5.3 Provide some clarification on what it is meant by “Wild-types”.
4. 5.3.A and 5.4 Clarify what is meant by "transported in accordance with standard laboratory protocol” and specify if double containment is used. And move all to 5.4.
5. 5.3.C Safety Glasses are listed as optional. This should be changed to be worn at all times in laboratory.
c. Motion for modifications required to secure approval pending correction to items 1-5 above.

1. Unanimously approved.
2. IBC-26-003 (Xiao) – Copy of Copy of Teaching PlSc440 Advanced Laboratory Techniques in AgSci 141
a. Proposed at BSL-1; Renewal: IBC-23-002 Expires: 03/05/2026
b. Discussion
1. 5.1 Link previous IBC protocol.
2. 5.3.B. Remove chemical safety statement regarding fume hood use for chloroform extraction of DNA, as it is not relevant to biosafety.
3. 5.4 Remove repeated text in 5.4 (copy of 5.3) and answer transport questions specifically.
4. 5.5.A Check chemical disinfection if used for liquid waste.
5. 6.1 Check and fill out 6th greenhouse bay biosafety level.
6. 9.3 Check “Yes”
7. 10.2 Check “Yes”
8. 10.4 Check “Yes”

H. Singh joined the meeting at 11:18 a.m.

c. Motion for modifications required to secure approval pending correction to items 1-8 above.
1. Unanimously approved.

D. Mtui left the meeting at 11:26 a.m.
3. IBC-26-002 (Mtui) – Copy of Biomaterial Deterioration and Protection starting Spring 2023
a. Proposed at BSL-1; Renewal: IBC-22-036 Expires: 02/23/2026
b. Discussion
1. 5.1 Link previous IBC protocol.
2. 5.3.C. Clarify eye protection requirements to specify that eye protection should be worn at all times.
3. 5.3 & 5.4 Rationalize the exclusive use of 70% ethanol for decontamination/spill response, or include 10% bleach as appropriate. This is due to the fact the 70% ethanol may not be fully affective against spores.
4. 8.1 Correctly reflect that Bacillus subtilis can affect humans (change risk group description).
5. Internal Comment: IBC had some concerns about who is the correct Principal Investigator for the protocol. Please coordinate with BSO to discuss the circumstances around this protocol.
c. Motion for modifications required to secure approval pending correction to items 1-4 above.
1. Unanimously approved.

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.
