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programs that are making a
difference in idaho.

Cereal conference advances production
through research and collaboration

The 2025 Cereal Conference provided producers with
research-based strategies, promoting collaboration
to improve sustainability, resilience and profitability
in Idaho’s cereal grain industry.

The Situation

Cereal School is an educational program delivering the
latest research, management strategies, and practical
tools to improve cereal grain production and profita-
bility. Previously held at multiple locations, attendance
was declining, pesticide credit opportunities were lim-
ited and networking across regions was restricted.
Producers requested a more centralized program offer-
ing expanded educational options, greater access to
pesticide credits, and enhanced networking opportuni-
ties, connecting Idaho’s cereal grain community while
providing high-quality, research-based guidance for
improved crop management and production decisions.

Our Response

The Cereal Grains Team transformed the traditional
multilocation cereal schools into the centralized 2025
Cereal Conference, offering a high-quality, one-day, re-
search-driven educational experience. The conference
emphasized excellence through expert-led sessions
and interactive breakout discussions, ensuring that all
content was grounded in the latest agronomic research
and best management practices.

To meet producer needs, the program expanded pesti-
cide credit opportunities, offered a wider variety of
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A featured speaker discusses drone technology with growers at
the 2025 Cereal Conference. Photo credit: Justin Hatch.

sessions — including variety trials, weed and disease
management, nutrient optimization and emerging
technologies — and facilitated regional networking.
Vendor exhibits and panels, such as the multidiscipli-
nary water curtailment panel, enhanced learning by
providing practical applications, hands-on insights,
and collaborative problem-solving opportunities for
producers, researchers and industry partners.

Program Outcomes

The 2025 Cereal Conference had a meaningful impact
on participants by providing actionable knowledge,
networking opportunities, and access to the latest re-
search and technologies. The conference brought to-
gether 304 attendees, including farmers, agronomists,
educators and industry representatives, creating a
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dynamic environment for learning, collaboration and
peer-to-peer exchange across regions in Idaho. At-
tendees valued the interactive format and networking
opportunities, which facilitated collaboration and the
exchange of ideas beyond the classroom.

Evaluation data showed that participants planned to
implement changes in wild oat and spray drift man-
agement, seeding rates, herbicide applications, disease
prevention and crop rotation practices. These adjust-
ments are expected to improve both productivity and
sustainability in cereal grain production. The following
key statistics highlight the conference’s measurable
outputs and outcomes:

¢ 304 total attendees including producers, educators
and industry representatives

e 244 pesticide recertification credits awarded (up
from 80 in 2024)

o Attendees filled their eight-hour schedule by
selecting from 18 different research-based
sessions.

¢ Projected economic benefit of over $443,000
across 36,920 acres

o Participants estimated $12 per acre in cost savings
or income increase

The Future

The cereal conference will continue to evolve as a
premier educational event for cereal grain producers,
building on the success of the 2025 program. Future
conferences will expand research-based sessions, in-
corporate emerging technologies, and strengthen in-
dustry partnerships, ensuring producers have ongoing
access to actionable strategies that enhance productiv-
ity, sustainability, and resilience across Idaho’s cereal
grain industry.

Cooperators and Co-Sponsors

The success of the 2025 Cereal Conference was made
possible through strong partnerships with key industry
organizations. The Idaho Grain Growers Association,
Idaho Barley Commission and Idaho Wheat Commis-
sion provided critical guidance, resources and support
in shaping the program to address the most pressing
needs of cereal grain producers. Their collaboration
ensured the conference remained relevant, research-
driven and responsive to industry priorities, strength-
ening connections between producers, researchers and
Extension specialists across the state.

Tom Jacobsen, Extension Educator e University of Idaho Extension, Fremont County ¢ 208-624-3102 e tjacobsen@uidaho.edu

Justin Hatch, Extension Educator ¢ University of Idaho Extension, Caribou County ¢ 208-547-3205 e jlhatch@uidaho.edu

Jared Spackman, Barley Agronomist Extension Specialist ® University of Idaho Extension e 208-844-6323 e jspackman@uidaho.edu
Albert Adjesiwor, Weed Scientist Extension Specialist ® University of Idaho Extension ¢ 208-423-6616 ¢ aadjesiwor@uidaho.edu

Juliet Marshall, Associate Director e Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station ¢ 208-529-8376 ¢ jmarshall@uidaho.edu

Joseph Sagers, Extension Educator ¢ University of Idaho Extension, Clark and Jefferson counties  208-745-6685 e jsagers@uidaho.edu
Reed Findlay, Extension Educator e University of Idaho Extension, Bannock and Bingham counties ¢ 208-236-7310 ¢ rfindlay@uidaho.edu
Bracken Henderson, Extension Educator ¢ University of Idaho Extension, Franklin County e 208-852-1097 ¢ brackenh@uidaho.edu
Jared Gibbons, Extension Educator ¢ University of Idaho Extension, Madison County ¢ 208-359-6215 e jaredg@uidaho.edu

Ron Patterson, Extension Educator e University of Idaho Extension, Bonneville County ¢ 208-529-1390 e rpatterson@uidaho.edu
David Callister, Extension Educator ¢ University of Idaho Extension, Butte County ¢ 208-527-8587 e dcallister@uidaho.edu

Jason Thomas, Extension Educator ¢ University of Idaho Extension, Minidoka County e 208-436-7184 e jasont@uidaho.edu

26-25-tjacobsen-cereal-conference ¢ 10/25

University of Idaho, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Idaho counties cooperating.
The University of Idaho is an equal opportunity employer.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


