
Environmental Health and Safety 
Industrial Hygiene:  
Wildfire Smoke Event FAQs 

 EHS Industrial Hygiene Program: Wildfire Smoke Event FAQs  
Contact: (208) 885-6524  |  safety@uidaho.edu       
Revision Date: April 17, 2025; Page 1 of 3 

 

When smoke levels are hazardous outside, what should I do?  
The EPA recommends actions based on the Air Quality Index (AQI) and individual 
health factors. Refer to the AQI to assess outdoor activity levels and determine when it 
is advisable to stay indoors 

Is it safe to be on campus if smoke levels are hazardous outside?  
Yes, campus air handling systems filter outside particulates and recirculate indoor air. 
Normal operations can continue as long as circulated air is safe. Environmental Health 
and Safety (EHS) will monitor select buildings during smoke events to ensure safe 
occupancy based on PM2.5 levels. 

Will the university shut down if the levels are dangerous?  
Yes, if air quality levels exceed the capabilities of campus air handling systems, 
operations may be restricted or shut down. The U of I administration has guidelines for 
emergency closures. Essential personnel are expected to report to work to maintain 
critical operations. 

How are outside air levels measured compared to inside levels?  
Outside air quality is assessed using the AQI, which includes contaminants like ozone, 
toxic gases, and fine particulate matter such as smoke. These are averaged to create 
the overall index. As AQI numbers rise, air quality worsens, prompting 
recommendations to limit outdoor activities. 

Indoor air quality focuses on specific contaminants, particularly PM2.5, which consists 
of fine particles that can penetrate deep into the lungs. Indoor PM2.5 levels can be 
measured and compared to outdoor levels to determine if occupancy or activities should 
be restricted. 

What is the threshold for outdoor activity on the Air Quality Index?  
Outdoor activity should be avoided when the AQI reaches 300. The Idaho DEQ Air 
Quality Index Table outlines thresholds and action levels for outdoor activities. 

What is the threshold for PM2.5 contamination indoors?  
There is no established limit for indoor PM2.5 contamination. However, the university 
may restrict indoor activities if air quality cannot be maintained at or below hazardous 
outdoor levels. 

  

https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-54e13dc4-291b-48bd-8ba2-0024e11c3449-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-4e358a03-4284-4d19-b926-c9e57f1b983f-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-bd987dcd-5ef7-45d2-98cd-11e8a7b2142c-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-c5eb52db-d40d-4fbe-bd2c-58b051cea226-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-c06b42f4-4e19-4e12-a179-38b15d54b6b6-
https://airquality.deq.idaho.gov/home/text/297
https://airquality.deq.idaho.gov/home/text/297
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-f7d909b4-32bf-446f-b75e-002c603946fb-
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Is my office safe to work in during a large-scale smoke event?  
Unless an emergency closure is declared, your office is presumed safe. Campus air 
handling systems provide filtered recirculated air. In buildings without these systems, 
keep windows and doors closed to prevent outside contaminants from entering. If you 
have concerns about air quality, contact EHS. For special accommodations, consult 
Human Resources. 

Is my lab safe during a large-scale smoke event?  
Yes, but access to your lab may be restricted. Fume hoods should remain active, but 
may need to be shut down for filter maintenance, causing temporary disruptions. If an 
emergency closure restricts access, coordinate with EHS for temporary entry. 

I am expected to work, but I am having trouble breathing. What can I do?  
Consult Human Resources for special accommodations related to your medical 
condition. You may wear facial coverings or dust masks for added protection. Higher 
level personal protective equipment, such as an N-95 respirator, requires employer 
approval and training, and supervisors cannot provide them without EHS involvement. 

Campus is open, but I am required to work outdoors and the air quality outside is 
very bad. What can I do?  
If your duties require outdoor work during poor air quality, supervisors may assign 
temporary indoor tasks until conditions improve. Administrative controls, such as shorter 
outdoor shifts, may also be implemented. Consult Human Resources for any necessary 
accommodations. 

How do I know if it is safe to return to normal operations?  
Administration will communicate before, during, and after smoke events. Building air 
systems will be activated to filter and replace air, typically before normal business hours. 
In buildings without ventilation systems, windows or doors may be opened to introduce 
fresh air. 

Why is it so hot in my office?  
Buildings without central air may become warmer as windows are closed to keep smoke 
out. Using fans or localized A/C units can help maintain comfortable temperatures. 
Avoid window-mounted A/C units that bring unfiltered outside air indoors. Stay hydrated 
and wear breathable clothing. 

  

https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-f4cdb52b-83d1-43a8-a12d-96fc12b8d687-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-8c93aac6-0a8a-4960-b8d5-aaa3103621a2-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-3a2dff6e-2c1a-4a5d-b7ff-1fdcad646712-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-4ccc2b21-2f22-49f3-883f-1c99ad57446a-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-4ccc2b21-2f22-49f3-883f-1c99ad57446a-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-19d420f2-2545-43f0-bd0f-0c3d815486bf-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-0e59c622-fa2d-4add-9c12-55c689d9832e-
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As a student who walks across campus from my vehicle to class and between 
buildings, is it safe to do so during a smoke event? 
Yes, this routine is safe. The EPA recommends reducing outdoor physical activity during 
high AQI levels. If conditions are hazardous, outdoor activities should be canceled. 

If the AQI value is above 200, what is the safety recommendation for students and 
other campus community members?  
Sensitive groups should avoid all outdoor physical activities and move activities indoors 
or reschedule them. Others should avoid prolonged or heavy exertion and consider 
moving activities indoors or rescheduling for better air quality. 

I am sensitive to smoke, what should I do during wildfire season?  
Monitor air quality throughout the fire season and follow your medical professional’s 
advice. The CDC provides guidance for sensitive groups. 

Is the indoor air quality inside my classroom good while the outdoor AQI is above 
200?  
EHS will monitor indoor air quality in high-traffic buildings and provide daily updates to 
the Smoke Event Management Team. If indoor air quality is compromised, occupants 
will be notified immediately to leave the building.  

  

 

https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-67a58254-085c-4cf3-ac9b-a53de7c93908-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-67a58254-085c-4cf3-ac9b-a53de7c93908-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-fd1567ee-5154-40f8-9743-d7133281aa4c-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-2495f69c-3731-4629-a1fd-e7372dbcfd22-
https://www.uidaho.edu/dfa/division-operations/ehs/programs/industrial-hygiene/smoke-event#accordion-row-2495f69c-3731-4629-a1fd-e7372dbcfd22-

