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OUR Travel Awards
The OUR offers travel awards (up to $800) to U of I undergraduate researchers to help defray the cost of travel to present results of their research, scholarly or creative activities at a professional conference in their field. This award does not fund salary or other personnel expenses.
Requirements
Eligibility
Currently enrolled U of I undergraduate students in good academic standing are eligible to apply. To qualify:
· The applicant must be a full-time enrolled undergraduate student in any of the eight U of I undergraduate colleges during both the application semester and the travel semester (if not the same).
· The applicant does not have to be a prior OUR funded researcher.
· Students must provide proof of acceptance of their research or creative activity at the conference (usually in the form of an accepted abstract).
· Students must be traveling domestically.
· Students must apply six weeks prior to the anticipated travel date.
· Students must agree to present their work at the university-wide OUR Symposium held every April.
· Maximum of two students per faculty mentor per annual cycle.
What is covered:
Costs for traveling to present at a conference often include: poster printing, airfare (or mileage if you are traveling by car), lodging, ground transportation and registration. The OUR also expects that the student’s mentor, department or college will also commit support for the student’s travel.
OUR Travel Grant application process
To apply, submit the OUR Travel Grant Application along with a letter of support from your U of I faculty research advisor.
Applications must be submitted at least 45 days before your planned travel date. Be sure to include a detailed budget estimating your transportation and registration costs.
Applications received by the 15th of each month will be reviewed before the end of that month.
Note: Applications received in December will be reviewed with the January applicant pool.
Letter of support
A letter of support from the U of I faculty member who mentored your research is required. OUR only funds research conducted at University of Idaho under the guidance of U of I faculty. Projects conducted at other institutions or with non-U of I mentors are not eligible.
The letter should include:
· Student’s name and the conference name, location and date
· Confirmation that the event is a professional conference
· A statement confirming the faculty member’s role in mentoring your research
· A brief description of your work and its significance
· An assessment of the impact of your participation in the conference
· Whether your research is grant-funded (include the funder’s name, if applicable)
The letter must be on department letterhead (PDF format) and emailed to our@uidaho.edu or delivered to the Office of Undergraduate Research.
Selection
While financial need is a consideration for selection, it is not the only criterion. We welcome applications that reflect presentations from diverse disciplines as represented in the arts and humanities, natural sciences, social sciences and the professional schools. We also encourage applications from diverse student populations such as first-time and experienced presenters.
Awards
OUR can reimburse eligible expenses related to conference travel — including transportation, lodging and registration fees — up to a maximum of $800. Meal expenses are not covered.
To receive reimbursement, students must:
· Submit original receipts and a copy of the conference program
· Complete travel and submit their reimbursement request within 15 days of the conference
· Be enrolled at U of I at the time of travel and reimbursement
Reimbursements are processed after travel is completed.
Additional requirements
Recipients of OUR Travel Grants are required to present their work at the U of I Undergraduate Research Symposium, held in April. Recipients are also required to acknowledge support from OUR on their posters or during their presentations. Please see our guidelines for acknowledging OUR support.
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