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There has been growing news about 

“avian bird flu” (highly pathogenic avi-

an influenza, or H5N1) over the past 

several years. Last fall, the virus struck 

66 poultry flocks in the U.S., resulting 

in the deaths of more than 3.5 million 

birds (National Public Radio, 2025). 

Like many viruses, avian influenza is 

cyclical. It spreads among domestic 

poultry such as chickens and turkeys, 

as well as wild birds and livestock in 

many parts of the U.S., now including 

Idaho. A few county fairs in Idaho have 

even decided not to allow ducks or 

geese at county fairs and 4-H events to 

help prevent the spread of the virus. 

While the overall public health risk re-

mains low, the risk to birds, poultry, 

and those who have direct contact 

with infected animals continues to be 

significant. The Midwest has been the 

hardest hit, but because many bird 

species are migratory, the virus travels 

with them. Understanding the situation 

and following guidance from health 

and agricultural authorities can help 

Idaho residents stay safe and protect 

their flocks. 

Avian bird flu does not easily infect 

humans, although sporadic cases have 

occurred worldwide in people who had 

close, unprotected exposure to infect-

ed animals. In birds, however, the virus 

can cause severe illness or death. Ida-

ho has become a hot spot for the virus, 

particularly affecting dairy and live-

stock operations mostly in south cen-

tral Idaho. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service reported large outbreaks 

among waterfowl during last year’s 

migration, and previous detections 

have occurred in both commercial and 

backyard poultry flocks. 

So, what should you do? First, avoid 

contact with sick or dead birds. If dis-

posal is necessary, wear gloves and a 
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mask, double bag the carcass, and 

place it in the trash. Wash your hands 

thoroughly afterward. Keep poultry and 

other domestic birds away from water-

fowl and other wildlife that may carry 

the virus, and disinfect tools, footwear, 

and equipment regularly. Report sick 

or dead wild birds to the Idaho Depart-

ment of Fish and Game (there is an 

online reporting system), and poultry 

owners should contact the Idaho State 

Department of Agriculture if bird flu is 

suspected in their flock. 

While humans remain at low risk of 

infection, practicing good hygiene and 

reporting unusual bird deaths are es-

sential. Backyard poultry owners 

should maintain strong biosecurity to 

help reduce the spread of the virus. 

The federal response to avian influen-

za has been substantially scaled back 

due to U.S. Department of Agriculture 

budget cuts and layoffs. As a result, 

much of the infrastructure that once 

mapped the virus, monitored muta-

tions, and supported outbreak re-

sponse has slowed or been disman-

tled. The best course of action to pro-

tect both human and animal health is 

to practice good hygiene, utilize best 

biosecurity practices if you own poultry, 

birds, and livestock, and stay informed 

through the Idaho State Department of 

Agriculture and the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC). 

(Continued from page 1) 

Feedback requested about the Teton 

Food and Farm Coalition 

The Teton Food and Farm Coalition (TFFC) is a Teton-based group (serving 
Jackson Hole and Teton Valley) facilitated by the University of Idaho Extension 
office in Teton County. Our mission is to build a strong local food system. 

 

After nine years of meeting, networking, and working together, we would like to 
evaluate the effectiveness of TFFC meetings and activities so we can continue to 
support participant learning, engagement, and involvement in the local food sys-
tem. 

 

We would appreciate your feedback:  The QR code below leads to an evaluation survey that explores knowledge gained, 
ideas generated, and behaviors influenced by participation in TFFC. It also gathers input on meeting facilitation, struc-
ture, and the Coalition’s future direction. This survey provides an opportunity for you to share your experiences and 
help shape future TFFC priorities and meetings. 

The survey will close on Tuesday, February 24, 2026 (one day before our in-person strategic planning meeting on 
February 25th). Your responses will be anonymous and confidential and used only for educational purposes. Participa-
tion is voluntary, there is no compensation, and you may withdraw at any time without penalty. This project has been 
reviewed and approved by the University of Idaho Institutional Review Board. For questions, please contact Jennifer 
Werlin at (208) 787-8235 or jwerlin@uidaho.edu. For concerns about your rights as a participant, you may contact the 
Office of Research Assurances at (208) 885-6340 or irb@uidaho.edu. 

Thank you for your participation!  

To take the survey visit or scan QR code: https://uidaho.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/
SV_9XnXvy58fqO5YtE. 

mailto:jwerlin@uidaho.edu
mailto:irb@uidaho.edu
https://uidaho.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9XnXvy58fqO5YtE
https://uidaho.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9XnXvy58fqO5YtE
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Scan QR Code to Register 
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The College of Agricultural and Life Sciences (CALS) Chobani Schol-
ars program application is now open for new incoming and trans-
fer students who plan to attend University of Idaho in Fall 2026. 

 This is a $20,000, multi-year scholarship. Students must have 
demonstrated financial need, be pursuing a degree in CALS relat-
ed to agriculture and be from the Magic Valley (Blaine, Camas, 
Cassia, Gooding, Jerome, Lincoln, Minidoka and Twin Falls coun-
ties). 

 We would like to ask for your help in spreading the word about 
this program. If you know of any students who may be interested, 
please notify them of this great opportunity. 

  

More information about the scholarship program is available at 
www.uidaho.edu/agricultural-life-sciences/student-success/
scholarships. Students must apply to the University of Idaho and 
submit a scholarship application. First consideration will be given 
to those who apply by February 28, 2026. 

https://www.uidaho.edu/agricultural-life-sciences/student-success/scholarships
https://www.uidaho.edu/agricultural-life-sciences/student-success/scholarships
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 SEASON 1:   Unpacking the grain shed. 

 SEASON 2:     Field to Flour. 

 SEASON 3:     Grain to glass. 

  

   

Season 4 of the Inland Northwest 

Artisan Grains Podcast     

Launching Soon! 
  

The goal of the Inland Northwest Artisan 

Grains Podcast is to support the devel-

opment of artisan grains values-based 

supply chains and production of value-

added artisan grains products in the    

Inland Northwest region of Idaho,     

Washington, Oregon, and Montana. 
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Scan QR code to listen: 
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TETON COUNTY 4-H NEWS 4-H CALENDAR 

The first quarter of the 2025–2026 4-H year has officially come 

and gone, and it has been a strong and productive start. Enroll-

ment has remained steady, and Teton County 4-H is currently at 

77% of our enrollment goal of 300 youth. This includes 182 youth 

enrolled through ZSuite and an additional 50 youth participating 

in 4-H programming through ABC. 

We are also pleased to report progress in volunteer leadership. 

We are currently at 53% of our volunteer leader goal, with new 

leaders signing up this year and many tenured leaders continuing 

to re-enroll. Your commitment makes it possible for our clubs to 

thrive. 

Clubs across the county are meeting weekly, and youth are active-

ly purchasing livestock projects and preparing for the upcoming 

fair season. Please be sure to mark your calendars — the 2026 

Teton Valley Fair will take place July 25 through August 1. With 

the fair dates moving earlier this year, the Teton County 4-H Live-

stock Committee will meet on February 3 to discuss schedules 

and make recommendations related to livestock events. We are 

looking forward to another successful livestock year. 

The Teton County 4-H Leader Council will meet on February 10, 

from 6-7:30 PM to continue discussions around fair dates and 

finalize schedules as we prepare to bring recommendations to the 

Teton County Fair Board meeting on February 11, from 7–9 PM 

at the County Courthouse. Leader Council is made up of active 4-

H members 14 and older, and all active 4-H volunteer leaders. 

Club members younger than 14, parents and friends of 4-H are 

invited to attend all Leader Council meetings. 

I would like to extend a sincere thank you to all 4-H youth, leaders, 

and families who participated in the January 14 Fair Board 

meeting and the special meeting on January 20. While attendance 

at Fair Board meetings is not mandatory, it is an important oppor-

tunity for the 4-H voice to be heard. I commend those who spoke 

for the respectful, dignified, and thoughtful manner in which you 

represented your clubs, our program, and the greater community. 

As a reminder, participation in Idaho 4-H is a privilege and an hon-

or. The Idaho 4-H Code of Conduct outlines the expectations for 

youth, parents, and volunteers to ensure a safe, respectful, and 

inclusive learning environment. All participants are expected to: 

• Act with courtesy, cooperation, and respect toward others 

• Communicate openly and honestly 

• Uphold the dignity, safety, and well-being of all individuals 

• Follow county and state 4-H policies and guidelines 

• Treat animals humanely and practice ethical animal care 

• Promote inclusion and equal opportunity 

Serve as positive role models at all times 
Violations of the Code of Conduct may result in disciplinary action, 

up to and including removal from 4-H activities. 

4-H has a long history of developing youth leadership, character, 

and responsibility. Together, we continue to make the best better 

and prepare youth to be Beyond Ready. 

First Quarter 4-H Year Update – February 2026 

By Abby Grundler, Teton County 4-H Coordinator 

Featured Photos: Top Row Paisley Hansen, Jaysten Grover, Tristan Montesano 

Bottom Row Dusty Cannon, Graclyn Beard, Jackson Loudenslager 

Reece Adams, Maddie Smaellie Taggart LaTorre 
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MARCH 

CALENDAR 
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EASTERN DISTRICT 4-H NEWS 
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STATE 4-H NEWS 
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Attending KYG for Teton County: 

Macy Culbertson 

Baier Culbertson 
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LEARN EVERYWHERE 
WITH 4-H 

  

Opportunity for high school 
credit. Enrollment opens:  

January 1, 2026 
  

Learn Everywhere with 4-H  

Learn Everywhere in            
Idaho gives students in grades  
7–12 enrolled in public, charter, 
and online public schools the 
opportunity to earn high school 
credit for their 4-H experiences. 

  
Through this program, students 
enroll in an online course and 
combine a 4-H project, such as 
Animal Science or Know Your 
Government, with lessons writ-
ten by University of Idaho Ex-
tension Educators.  
 
Students complete a minimum 
of 60 hours of learning, includ-
ing hands-on project work, a 
record book, a demonstration of 
skills, and an interview, along 
with learning activities that sup-
port college and career readi-
ness.  
 
Upon successful completion, 
participating Idaho schools 
award high school credit, which 
is recorded directly on the stu-

dent’s official transcript. 
 

Interested…. 

Contact the Learn Everywhere with 4-H team or 

your local University of Idaho Extension office (Teton 

County 208-776-8235 ask for Abby) to learn more 

about: 

• earning school credit 

• enrolling in an approved course 

• helping your school to be a participating high school 

Email: learneverywhere@uidaho.edu 

https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/4h/programs/learn-everywhere
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Thank you to all counties with Outbound delegates, we are excited to be sending four 

delegates abroad this summer! Host family applications are open for families inter-

ested in hosting a delegate this summer!  
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CALL TO ACTION: SEEKING 4-H HISTORY STORIES! 

Do you have a story to share?  
Submit for the National 4-H History Preservation newsletter. 

   Editor@4-HHistory.com - 500 words max. 

National 4-H NEWS 
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Help Preserve the 4-H Story 
 
Dear State 4-H Program Leaders 
and Friends of the National 4-H 
History Preservation Program, 

We are pleased to share three oppor-
tunities in 2026 to learn more about 
the work of the National 4-H History 
Preservation Team, explore ways to 
preserve 4-H history at the local and 
state levels, and learn about partner-
ships and models states are using to 
ensure 4-H’s legacy is preserved. 

All orientation sessions will be 
conducted via Zoom from 2:00–
3:00 p.m. ET. 

Please register for the session(s) you 
plan to attend. Zoom links will be 
emailed prior to each session to those 
who are registered. Sessions will be 
recorded and shared following each 
event. 

Orientation Session Schedule 

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 

Register by January 16, 2026 
An overview of the history of the Na-
tional 4-H History Preservation Team, 
current activities, and an opportunity 
for participants to share their interest 
in—and work related to—preserving 4
-H history. 

Wednesday, February 18, 2026 
Register by February 13, 2026 
“When in Doubt, Don’t Throw It 
Out” — A look at the many ways 4-H 
history can be preserved at the local 
and state levels, along with practical 
resources you can use. 

Wednesday, March 18, 2026 
Register by March 13, 2026 
Learn from colleagues about partner-
ships for preserving 4-H history and 
explore models being used in Minne-
sota, Georgia, and other states. 

Stay Connected  

Please review the following resources 
prior to the orientation sessions to 
familiarize yourself with the National 4
-H History Preservation efforts: 

 
National 4-H History Preserva-
tion Team Website:https://4-
h.org/about/history/ 

National 4-H History Facebook 
Page:https://
www.facebook.com/4H.History
/ 

“The Bridge” Newslet-
ter:https://4-
hhistorypreservation.com/
Newsletter/ 

Whether you are just beginning to 
think about preserving 4-H history or 
are already actively engaged in this 
work, these sessions offer valuable 
insights, resources, and connections. 
We look forward to learning together 
and strengthening our collective 
efforts to preserve the 4-H story.  

Sincerely, 
The National 4-H History Preservation 
Team  

You’re Invited: National 4-H History Preservation Orientation 

Scan QR Code to Register 

https://i-links.illinois.edu/?ref=mrgAACB3INNGF35uhw_-FHeueSNycdDRAQAAAJ1D8NFPgqoVH4lGu55ZlE8G0daGp7ve-1a8IDJZ52oVR6lz_Dq8NhQo-R3R4o05dxveNc8Vpx7GoChKMum02mqFsnkKsIIGKh35Juz1iPgTcfZrHNGaAoWq4JD0AgUBVknXaqdLSezhhM9cYFU8iqV0AW6nHV5A0g7SI_YOrUD7a6nC-68SdCzK1RvXo
https://i-links.illinois.edu/?ref=mrgAACB3INNGF35uhw_-FHeueSNycdDRAQAAAJ1D8NFPgqoVH4lGu55ZlE8G0daGp7ve-1a8IDJZ52oVR6lz_Dq8NhQo-R3R4o05dxveNc8Vpx7GoChKMum02mqFsnkKsIIGKh35Juz1iPgTcfZrHNGaAoWq4JD0AgUBVknXaqdLSezhhM9cYFU8iqV0AW6nHV5A0g7SI_YOrUD7a6nC-68SdCzK1RvXo
https://i-links.illinois.edu/?ref=mrgAAGedoXlR0hbMzu8ZSJXBjTmr42qrAQAAAJ1D8NFPgqoVH4lGu55ZlE8G0daGp7ve-1a8IDJZ52oVR6lz_Dq8NhQo-R3R4o05dxveNc8Vpx7GoChKMum02mqFsnkKsIIGKh35Juz1iPgT9vir-6NGLKRqYO2hdibCPEedtVtp7m5v7qJ6RaU7ZoHtiwo9e34taaXJGEFnRF2jW6wmymXJiRFcyjnH4
https://i-links.illinois.edu/?ref=mrgAAGedoXlR0hbMzu8ZSJXBjTmr42qrAQAAAJ1D8NFPgqoVH4lGu55ZlE8G0daGp7ve-1a8IDJZ52oVR6lz_Dq8NhQo-R3R4o05dxveNc8Vpx7GoChKMum02mqFsnkKsIIGKh35Juz1iPgT9vir-6NGLKRqYO2hdibCPEedtVtp7m5v7qJ6RaU7ZoHtiwo9e34taaXJGEFnRF2jW6wmymXJiRFcyjnH4
https://i-links.illinois.edu/?ref=mrgAAGedoXlR0hbMzu8ZSJXBjTmr42qrAQAAAJ1D8NFPgqoVH4lGu55ZlE8G0daGp7ve-1a8IDJZ52oVR6lz_Dq8NhQo-R3R4o05dxveNc8Vpx7GoChKMum02mqFsnkKsIIGKh35Juz1iPgT9vir-6NGLKRqYO2hdibCPEedtVtp7m5v7qJ6RaU7ZoHtiwo9e34taaXJGEFnRF2jW6wmymXJiRFcyjnH4
https://i-links.illinois.edu/?ref=mrgAADlWxFScniyuAqRkQBCPx8ezdMVxAQAAAJ1D8NFPgqoVH4lGu55ZlE8G0daGp7ve-1a8IDJZ52oVR6lz_Dq8NhQo-R3R4o05dxveNc8Vpx7GoChKMum02mqFsnkKsIIGKh35Juz1iPgTEtS5rDfbPXw3xI_cljugLedc1BGoWrZhDYixpxT4GzUTzqiDVYjir0LmYU1efozXaWNIeAUC9T8KDs0Rv
https://i-links.illinois.edu/?ref=mrgAADlWxFScniyuAqRkQBCPx8ezdMVxAQAAAJ1D8NFPgqoVH4lGu55ZlE8G0daGp7ve-1a8IDJZ52oVR6lz_Dq8NhQo-R3R4o05dxveNc8Vpx7GoChKMum02mqFsnkKsIIGKh35Juz1iPgTEtS5rDfbPXw3xI_cljugLedc1BGoWrZhDYixpxT4GzUTzqiDVYjir0LmYU1efozXaWNIeAUC9T8KDs0Rv
https://i-links.illinois.edu/?ref=mrgAADlWxFScniyuAqRkQBCPx8ezdMVxAQAAAJ1D8NFPgqoVH4lGu55ZlE8G0daGp7ve-1a8IDJZ52oVR6lz_Dq8NhQo-R3R4o05dxveNc8Vpx7GoChKMum02mqFsnkKsIIGKh35Juz1iPgTEtS5rDfbPXw3xI_cljugLedc1BGoWrZhDYixpxT4GzUTzqiDVYjir0LmYU1efozXaWNIeAUC9T8KDs0Rv
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REGISTRATION  4-H 2025-2026 YEAR 

Now Open 4h.zsuite.org 

4-H LIVESTOCK COMMITTEE MEETING 

March 3, 2026 6:00 PM  

LEADER COUNCIL MEETING 

February 10, 2026 UI Extension Office 6:00-

7:30 PM 

AG ENTREPRENERSHIP COURSE 

January  13,-March 10th See flier page 4 

FAIR BOARD MEETING 

February 11th Teton County Courthouse 7 PM 

4-H STEAM CLUB  

February 5, 6, 12, 13, 26, 27See Flier Page 11 

ABC AFTERSCHOOL VES/DES 

program  February 3, 4, 10 ,11, 24, 25 Victor 

Elementary and Driggs Elementary 

KNOW YOUR GOVERNMENT  FEBRUARY 14-16 

 See flier page 15 

UI EXTENSION TETON COUNTY CLOSED  February 

16th– Presidents Day 

MASTER GARDENER COURSE 

January 29, 2026-September 30, 2026 see flier 

page 3 

FALL WINTER AG WORKSHOPS  

See flier page  7 

TETON FARM AND COALITION MEETING 

February 25, 2026 In person strategic planning 

meeting UI Extension office at 445 North Main 

Street Driggs, Idaho  11am-1:15 pm    Register: 

https://uidaho.zoom.us/meeting/register/

UPCOMING EVENTS 
CONTACT US 

 

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO EXTENSION, TETON COUNTY  

 

Mailing Address: 

 150 Courthouse Dr. #208. Driggs, ID 83422 

Physical Address:                                                                      

 445 N. Main St., Driggs, ID. 83422 

Phone: 208-776-8235 

Email:   teton@uidaho.edu 

Web: https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/county/teton/4-h 

 

Staff: 

Jennifer Werlin, Extension Educator 

jwelin@uidaho.edu 

 

Tammy Sachse, Extension Assistant 

teton@uidaho.edu 

 

Abby Grundler,  4-H Coordinator 

teton4h@uidaho.edu 

 

 

https://uidaho.zoom.us/meeting/register/DrYXtx0VTL6ujJxaWTETrQ

