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As Teton County 4-H closes
the 2025–2026 4-H year, we
celebrate another successful
year of learning, growth,
leadership, and opportunity
for local youth—and look
forward to what is ahead in
2026–2027.

This past year, 308 youth
participated in Teton County
4-H, including 226 youth
through traditional 4-H clubs
and 82 youth through our
partnership with ABC. These
programs were supported by
67 dedicated volunteer
leaders who gave their time,
knowledge, and
encouragement to help young
people learn by doing.

Behind every completed
project, animal raised, record
book turned in, competition
entered, and new skill learned
is a young person who had
someone willing to teach,
encourage, and believe in 

them. We are incredibly
grateful to our 4-H families,
volunteers, community
partners, donors, and
supporters who make these
opportunities possible.

As we begin the 2026–2027 4-H
year, we are excited to continue
growing and creating new
opportunities for Teton County
youth.

We will celebrate National 4-H
Week, October 4–10, with this
year's theme, “Beyond Ready.”
The theme reflects what 4-H
strives to do every day: prepare
young people not just for their
next project or competition,
but for life.

During National 4-H Week,
Teton County 4-H is celebrating
Go Green Day on October 5,
encouraging members and
supporters to wear their 4-H
green and show their 4-H spirit. 

By Abby Grundler Teton County
4-H Coordinator

Teton County 4-H Celebrates a Year of
Growth and Looks “Beyond Ready”

Continued on page 2



We will also celebrate Thankful Thursday,
recognizing the volunteers, families, donors,
community supporters, and others who invest in
the young people of our community on October
8th.

National 4-H Week is also an opportunity to
invite new families to discover what 4-H has to
offer. This fall, Teton County 4-H is excited to
introduce new opportunities, including a Line
Dance Club beginning October 14 at the Fair
Building, a new Barrel and Pole Bending Club,
and a new Dairy Cow Club.

New clubs provide additional opportunities for
youth to develop skills, confidence, teamwork,
and sportsmanship. 

On October 22, Teton County 4-H will also
partner with ABC for an after-school night where
youth can explore 4-H and discover new
interests.

These opportunities represent what makes 4-H
special: young people learning by doing,
developing confidence, discovering their
interests, building relationships, and becoming
leaders in their communities.

As we close one 4-H year and begin another, we
are proud of what our members have
accomplished and excited about what comes
next.

To every 4-H member, family, volunteer, and
supporter—thank you for being part of the Teton
County 4-H community.

Congratulations to our 2025–2026 members,
and welcome to a new year of 4-H!

We are ready for another year of learning,
growing, leading, and serving our community.

Teton County 4-H is Beyond Ready.
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Recently, a blog post was published with the Teton
Chapter of the Wyoming Native Plant Society about the
blackened leaves on Aspen trees in the region. The post
can be read at https://tetonplants.org/. This is a short
summary of the article.

This autumn, aspens in the Teton region are showing
splotchy yellow and orange leaves that become
encrusted with black and drop early, so the usual
vibrant color is largely missing. The cause is conifer-
aspen rust (Melampsora medusae f. sp. tremuloidis), a
fungus that likely thrived this year because of a warm
spring and a relatively moist, warm summer. In natural
stands, aspens typically suffer little long-term harm
unless several bad weather years occur in a row, though
some clones may be vulnerable to secondary infection
by other pathogens. The rust can be more damaging to
aspen or pine plantations and to eastern cottonwoods,
and some regions, including Europe and New Zealand,
worry about it spreading as an invasive pathogen.

The rust has a complex, five-stage life cycle that needs
two hosts: aspen (mainly trembling aspen) and a
conifer such as Douglas-fir, lodgepole pine, or limber
pine. There the fungus develops through spermagonia
and aecia, and the aeciospores released from the aecia
blow back to fresh aspen leaves. 

On aspen, the fungus forms uredinia, which cause
yellow-orange spots and release urediniospores that
spread from leaf to leaf, producing several generations
of infection during the summer. Late in the season,
dense black telia form and kill leaf cells, and the
blackened leaves fall and overwinter on the ground to
restart the cycle.

The infection draws water and nutrients from leaf cells,
weakening photosynthesis and defenses and leaving less
nitrogen to store for the next growing season. How
severe the dull color and early leaf drop appear varies
among clones and locations, depending on genetic
resistance, stand vigor, microhabitat (warmth, moisture,
wind), local weather, and altitude. Frances Clark notes
she is not a pathologist and encourages readers to walk
through aspen groves, look for signs of rust, and
compare differences among clones. She also clarifies
that this rust is unrelated to white pine blister rust,
which affects whitebark and other five-needled pines.

Reference
Clark, F. (2026, September 23). What's making aspen leaves
blacken and fall off? – September 23, 2026. Teton Plants, Teton
Chapter, Wyoming Native Plant Society.
https://tetonplants.org/2026/09/23/whats-making-aspen-
leaves-blacken-and-fall-off-september-2026/

Black Aspen Leaves in the Tetons

By Jennifer Werlin, University of Idaho Extension
Educator in Community Food Systems

Client photo, 2016.
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Teton Valley Beekeeping Association Fall 2026 Meeting

Tuesday, October 27th

7-8pm Mountain Time

winterization, common myths, planning for the coming year.
──────────

https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81898054112

Passcode: 230899

It is U of I policy to prohibit and eliminate discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation and gender identity/expression, age,
disability, or status as a  Vietnam-era veteran. This policy applies to all programs,
services, and facilities, and includes, but  is not limited to, applications, admissions,
access to programs and services, and employment.

Teton Valley Beekeeping

Association Meeting

https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81898054112
https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81898054112
https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81898054112
https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81898054112
https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81898054112
https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81898054112
https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81898054112
https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81898054112
https://uidaho.zoom.us/j/81898054112
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Join the Teton Food & Farm Coalition

Strengthening Our Community Food System

Mission
To strengthen our community food system through connection and collaboration across
the Teton region.

About TFFC
The Teton Food & Farm Coalition grew from grassroots meetings in 2016, bringing together
chefs, farmers, and community members focused on local food initiatives. Today, we
operate as a regional coalition connecting food system efforts on both sides of Teton Pass
in Wyoming and Idaho. As a collaborative network of businesses, farmers, ranchers,
nonprofits, and engaged individuals, we believe in building social and economic resilience
across our community.

Get Involved
Who can join? Anyone is welcome!

When we meet: 4th Wednesday of each month (September-May)

Next Meeting: October 28, 2026, 9-10am via Zoom

Register: www.tetonfoodfarmcoalition.org
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Small Farm and Ranch Webinars
https://www.cultivatingsuccess.org/recordedwebinars

Cultivating Success Webinar Highlight - Unpacking and Planning for the True
Costs of Owning and Leasing Farmland

Land seekers often base their decision on whether they can afford to lease or buy farmland on the
cost of the lease payment or the price of the land for sale. However, there are many other costs

associated with land tenure. This presentation unpacks the sometimes hidden costs of land tenure
and provide tools helpful in determining if you can afford land to farm.

Cultivating Success Recorded Webinars
https://www.youtube.com/@cultivatingsuccessidaho7750

Access the full catalog of over 100 Cultivating Success Webinars.

University of Idaho Extension Livestock YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/@universityofidahoextension2590

This YouTube channel has educational videos and recorded webinars on many different livestock
topics. This channel is where the monthly Sheep & Goat Webinar recordings are hosted.

UI Rangeland Center YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/@uirangelandcenter

The University of Idaho Rangeland Center is an interdisciplinary team of researchers and educators,
from seven UI departments, three colleges and University of Idaho Extension sites, which conducts

research and outreach focused on rangelands. Our partnerships with other individuals, agencies,
and organizations enhance our ability to serve those who manage and enjoy rangelands in Idaho

and the western region of the United States.
The Rangeland Center is here to use science to find long-term solutions for managing rangelands.

https://www.cultivatingsuccess.org/recordedwebinars
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u34153677.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.srbLfVlaaITBDFMLiPZufIFKJ6fMnnpD-2FDY-2Ff-2FZaCDE-2FFtwXsvPVfFcEZ61JwtMgTIma_Grvt-2FES9o1079K0V3NPM4JOo-2BTlq84EatxY-2BtnoylrKAA0Bc0qesC0hxRUyEJ9jNSwMrbhxjB-2BG5l-2FMFLhqnOPAGmh13blE9wJZ534TLHTrmdV0Cg776biVIEeHKacuw4c2qgzeHx7ehjXLpq6l-2BFWXzOHztk2X-2F4pr0a-2Bw7BqWO-2FwKzcIGKS2SEk6BXFR0vqZ4A4oc2ex2lHbCVnCeL1KglGO7uRcFIbsY-2FjYPpfuCsW-2F6nTpSF4EZEAbdcD4n3rmBr4zhPEALJVnOYfOeS-2FCiOmYIjfJiwrnxRBFst1IqsP-2FYwOiuFYWHOTKHiCzH4XdKYlP0p8jKPNTnk3lQHebHlBsmWKM6rnLCMJ-2F-2BsGzcQcGFXwHZm41WGHVZjtkcm9RQe2vWGljvYsOiMlXXYn9GFWKgpdwWXobaFWorK-2Ffnso7LWC9xA4uS9C4nFHXVY0AM4MlnbzS3Yhpm5gTG1ZRQugr22mIE4Vbl9HvOKYfATd-2FK7-2FnNF1MNjsiDHQgR8MdF2-2BmLzu6NPnMc-2F9S360AxulUhQQuMu8RPeEzRQMKz3ccilOXGFKCXUfmh1jYMp3V0TOKGSF2TjpGQcoWVfD8GL5HzhQdgRYLjp69KOfPxL1m1-2F3-2Ft4fQ-2FLh0WbuDAf5jf-2BxRPAdAumkkkqNTGe8FpgqxVb7iqm3zjh4Mlp34SuwEyWr-2BkTKLmGGDMgrl81FZAS0LYcvXGOK2nwtXoubUQUtCT7IgkSL2hGYfS9QzAulbBG6KOZ3oL1X3vAae0QOk3u23XJJ8VvvICidE-2FvblOJHeT1nVN46s3XYzXKd3kgryu7s-2FJAe41EXNPLDK5brVRNF6jj9-2FY4xj1mfCXBuPV-2BS2dunB-2FRVjyJ9KqbFiI-2F7HDlB1USO-2BNxpfZUP8dAVxQcNyMys6Q8mURAYQqrhID3LWoi2307qnCEYu9zMzAsCuiiUdogI9IToTXdhL6qlyqFq1HfMNCbos-2FnWpANX-2BFnto7zWDtDurATBYN78uylv9QePGm-2FJPgujeBSKFsvnGgU5pv7SDAgr8HAio76JQ-3D-3D__;!!JYXjzlvb!lKfEoW3xs9VHhL8k50n7pWYjE9-dqrcSUTWHg_t24hnUVSSJDcpcyEOPAfaWE2r-fP4XGt5dcxd7E1_ikEadmhE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u34153677.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.srbLfVlaaITBDFMLiPZufIFKJ6fMnnpD-2FDY-2Ff-2FZaCDE-2FFtwXsvPVfFcEZ61JwtMgTIma_Grvt-2FES9o1079K0V3NPM4JOo-2BTlq84EatxY-2BtnoylrKAA0Bc0qesC0hxRUyEJ9jNSwMrbhxjB-2BG5l-2FMFLhqnOPAGmh13blE9wJZ534TLHTrmdV0Cg776biVIEeHKacuw4c2qgzeHx7ehjXLpq6l-2BFWXzOHztk2X-2F4pr0a-2Bw7BqWO-2FwKzcIGKS2SEk6BXFR0vqZ4A4oc2ex2lHbCVnCeL1KglGO7uRcFIbsY-2FjYPpfuCsW-2F6nTpSF4EZEAbdcD4n3rmBr4zhPEALJVnOYfOeS-2FCiOmYIjfJiwrnxRBFst1IqsP-2FYwOiuFYWHOTKHiCzH4XdKYlP0p8jKPNTnk3lQHebHlBsmWKM6rnLCMJ-2F-2BsGzcQcGFXwHZm41WGHVZjtkcm9RQe2vWGljvYsOiMlXXYn9GFWKgpdwWXobaFWorK-2Ffnso7LWC9xA4uS9C4nFHXVY0AM4MlnbzS3Yhpm5gTG1ZRQugr22mIE4Vbl9HvOKYfATd-2FK7-2FnNF1MNjsiDHQgR8MdF2-2BmLzu6NPnMc-2F9S360AxulUhQQuMu8RPeEzRQMKz3ccilOXGFKCXUfmh1jYMp3V0TOKGSF2TjpGQcoWVfD8GL5HzhQdgRYLjp69KOfPxL1m1-2F3-2Ft4fQ-2FLh0WbuDAf5jf-2BxRPAdAumkkkqNTGe8FpgqxVb7iqm3zjh4Mlp34SuwEyWr-2BkTKLmGGDMgrl81FZAS0LYcvXGOK2nwtXoubUQUtCT7IgkSL2hGYfS9QzAulbBG6KOZ3oL1X3vAae0QOk3u23XJJ8VvvICidE-2FvblOJHeT1nVN46s3XYzXKd3kgryu7s-2FJAe41EXNPLDK5brVRNF6jj9-2FY4xj1mfCXBuPV-2BS2dunB-2FRVjyJ9KqbFiI-2F7HDlB1USO-2BNxpfZUP8dAVxQcNyMys6Q8mURAYQqrhID3LWoi2307qnCEYu9zMzAsCuiiUdogI9IToTXdhL6qlyqFq1HfMNCbos-2FnWpANX-2BFnto7zWDtDurATBYN78uylv9QePGm-2FJPgujeBSKFsvnGgU5pv7SDAgr8HAio76JQ-3D-3D__;!!JYXjzlvb!lKfEoW3xs9VHhL8k50n7pWYjE9-dqrcSUTWHg_t24hnUVSSJDcpcyEOPAfaWE2r-fP4XGt5dcxd7E1_ikEadmhE$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u34153677.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.srbLfVlaaITBDFMLiPZufAC-2B64xyVCQ-2BRbg6ERZZAqXFjR6FU-2B-2BQr4r10ZLpkXS0aFZYiHTBPMoDFtW20xSQfw-3D-3Dx0EY_Grvt-2FES9o1079K0V3NPM4JOo-2BTlq84EatxY-2BtnoylrKAA0Bc0qesC0hxRUyEJ9jNSwMrbhxjB-2BG5l-2FMFLhqnOPAGmh13blE9wJZ534TLHTrmdV0Cg776biVIEeHKacuw4c2qgzeHx7ehjXLpq6l-2BFWXzOHztk2X-2F4pr0a-2Bw7BqWO-2FwKzcIGKS2SEk6BXFR0vqZ4A4oc2ex2lHbCVnCeL1KglGO7uRcFIbsY-2FjYPpfuCsW-2F6nTpSF4EZEAbdcD4n3rmBr4zhPEALJVnOYfOeS-2FCiOmYIjfJiwrnxRBFst1IqsP-2FYwOiuFYWHOTKHiCzH4XdKYlP0p8jKPNTnk3lQHebHlBsmWKM6rnLCMJ-2F-2BsGzcQcGFXwHZm41WGHVZjtkcm9RQe2vWGljvYsOiMlXXYn9GFWKgpdwWXobaFWorK-2Ffnso7LWC9xA4uS9C4nFHXVY0AM4MlnbzS3Yhpm5gTG1ZRQugr22mIE4Vbl9HvOKYfATd-2FK7-2FnNF1MNjsiDHQgR8MdF2-2BmLzu6NPnMc-2F9S360AxulUhQQuMu8RPeEzRQMKz3ccilOXGFKCXUfmh1jYMp3V0TOKGSF2TjpGQcoWVfD8GL5HzhQdgRYLjp69KOfPxL1m1-2F3-2Ft4fQ-2FLh0WbuDAf5jf-2BxRPAdAumkkkqNTGe8FpgqxVb7iqm3zjh4Mlp34SuwEyWr-2BkTKLmGGDMgrl81FZAS0LYcvXGOK2nwtXoubUQUtCT7IgkSL2hGYfS9QzAulbBG6KOZ3oL1X3vAae0QOk3u23XJJ8VvvICidE-2FvblOJHeT1nVN46s3XYzXKd3kgryu7s-2FJAe41EXNPLDK5brVRNF6jj9-2FY4xj1mfCXBuPV-2BS2dunB-2FRVjyJ9KqbFiJmsAOXorU3cTxU575RxuOAu5pccc9GmWjQGD1Ir4AYusC03M5Frr0Xqr9HX0DFAhjvEvX5aY4LwxVOitluYQ-2F8-2FK-2B49YUEPcVfn-2FcfoqPdhkozmvxcGw9K-2BVbWi-2FqNgztfBcfWnn3wPsHHd0ysa6bRzSkuvoc-2B2laFSX2OL1FbJg-3D-3D__;!!JYXjzlvb!lKfEoW3xs9VHhL8k50n7pWYjE9-dqrcSUTWHg_t24hnUVSSJDcpcyEOPAfaWE2r-fP4XGt5dcxd7E1_iI8QJf5A$
https://www.youtube.com/@cultivatingsuccessidaho7750
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u34153677.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.srbLfVlaaITBDFMLiPZufEAh4FYMfI7IPaQl1nklWv0aJkupvSN0F5sKdsZEPQrRYk3wb1BjEiO8MhESubEf3u1HN6Hii7Kgz5DUco9lDJ4-3D4Cnr_Grvt-2FES9o1079K0V3NPM4JOo-2BTlq84EatxY-2BtnoylrKAA0Bc0qesC0hxRUyEJ9jNSwMrbhxjB-2BG5l-2FMFLhqnOPAGmh13blE9wJZ534TLHTrmdV0Cg776biVIEeHKacuw4c2qgzeHx7ehjXLpq6l-2BFWXzOHztk2X-2F4pr0a-2Bw7BqWO-2FwKzcIGKS2SEk6BXFR0vqZ4A4oc2ex2lHbCVnCeL1KglGO7uRcFIbsY-2FjYPpfuCsW-2F6nTpSF4EZEAbdcD4n3rmBr4zhPEALJVnOYfOeS-2FCiOmYIjfJiwrnxRBFst1IqsP-2FYwOiuFYWHOTKHiCzH4XdKYlP0p8jKPNTnk3lQHebHlBsmWKM6rnLCMJ-2F-2BsGzcQcGFXwHZm41WGHVZjtkcm9RQe2vWGljvYsOiMlXXYn9GFWKgpdwWXobaFWorK-2Ffnso7LWC9xA4uS9C4nFHXVY0AM4MlnbzS3Yhpm5gTG1ZRQugr22mIE4Vbl9HvOKYfATd-2FK7-2FnNF1MNjsiDHQgR8MdF2-2BmLzu6NPnMc-2F9S360AxulUhQQuMu8RPeEzRQMKz3ccilOXGFKCXUfmh1jYMp3V0TOKGSF2TjpGQcoWVfD8GL5HzhQdgRYLjp69KOfPxL1m1-2F3-2Ft4fQ-2FLh0WbuDAf5jf-2BxRPAdAumkkkqNTGe8FpgqxVb7iqm3zjh4Mlp34SuwEyWr-2BkTKLmGGDMgrl81FZAS0LYcvXGOK2nwtXoubUQUtCT7IgkSL2hGYfS9QzAulbBG6KOZ3oL1X3vAae0QOk3u23XJJ8VvvICidE-2FvblOJHeT1nVN46s3XYzXKd3kgryu7s-2FJAe41EXNPLDK5brVRNF6jj9-2FY4xj1mfCXBuPV-2BS2dunB-2FRVjyJ9KqbFiKdrxxrz86PMBY-2FhyRqr8DuQmfr-2FQbtqTw4lZGZ6uvXVQ1fBv4sPn648VQ0I7pGwApTR4lDe9WiH3yABbxcQxWyks4Yw7kdosZWKSnJr8BKZ2RfgPH1NiSRkuabOfbGwRJZVQysQOABzPBourxzrpSx85rSg98438Z9P8QacOX8Mw-3D-3D__;!!JYXjzlvb!lKfEoW3xs9VHhL8k50n7pWYjE9-dqrcSUTWHg_t24hnUVSSJDcpcyEOPAfaWE2r-fP4XGt5dcxd7E1_ip5EimFU$
https://www.youtube.com/@universityofidahoextension2590
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/u34153677.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.srbLfVlaaITBDFMLiPZufEAh4FYMfI7IPaQl1nklWv0OubVhGWMMNvjPh-2BR7OnLj-2FgLxqr0hra-2FN8ZqWPQhhnw-3D-3DlQSX_Grvt-2FES9o1079K0V3NPM4JOo-2BTlq84EatxY-2BtnoylrKAA0Bc0qesC0hxRUyEJ9jNSwMrbhxjB-2BG5l-2FMFLhqnOPAGmh13blE9wJZ534TLHTrmdV0Cg776biVIEeHKacuw4c2qgzeHx7ehjXLpq6l-2BFWXzOHztk2X-2F4pr0a-2Bw7BqWO-2FwKzcIGKS2SEk6BXFR0vqZ4A4oc2ex2lHbCVnCeL1KglGO7uRcFIbsY-2FjYPpfuCsW-2F6nTpSF4EZEAbdcD4n3rmBr4zhPEALJVnOYfOeS-2FCiOmYIjfJiwrnxRBFst1IqsP-2FYwOiuFYWHOTKHiCzH4XdKYlP0p8jKPNTnk3lQHebHlBsmWKM6rnLCMJ-2F-2BsGzcQcGFXwHZm41WGHVZjtkcm9RQe2vWGljvYsOiMlXXYn9GFWKgpdwWXobaFWorK-2Ffnso7LWC9xA4uS9C4nFHXVY0AM4MlnbzS3Yhpm5gTG1ZRQugr22mIE4Vbl9HvOKYfATd-2FK7-2FnNF1MNjsiDHQgR8MdF2-2BmLzu6NPnMc-2F9S360AxulUhQQuMu8RPeEzRQMKz3ccilOXGFKCXUfmh1jYMp3V0TOKGSF2TjpGQcoWVfD8GL5HzhQdgRYLjp69KOfPxL1m1-2F3-2Ft4fQ-2FLh0WbuDAf5jf-2BxRPAdAumkkkqNTGe8FpgqxVb7iqm3zjh4Mlp34SuwEyWr-2BkTKLmGGDMgrl81FZAS0LYcvXGOK2nwtXoubUQUtCT7IgkSL2hGYfS9QzAulbBG6KOZ3oL1X3vAae0QOk3u23XJJ8VvvICidE-2FvblOJHeT1nVN46s3XYzXKd3kgryu7s-2FJAe41EXNPLDK5brVRNF6jj9-2FY4xj1mfCXBuPV-2BS2dunB-2FRVjyJ9KqbFiKyMm4-2FyREt3R5lJOCAucm46ULMTp49bwA3URhooC4ESvse7pUtcvMJ42Ao12UmVZ2WAz4Wy-2BzujbmRrrUD-2FU2Lug-2BXPaOuBP0pLJZNH9moDUtMfcKHyXTwoatBXYI0Hrat1ERQfjejTQGnnbgndMEX3AlCRS5m2J-2F66-2F28gCOzzg-3D-3D__;!!JYXjzlvb!lKfEoW3xs9VHhL8k50n7pWYjE9-dqrcSUTWHg_t24hnUVSSJDcpcyEOPAfaWE2r-fP4XGt5dcxd7E1_is93kbPk$
https://www.youtube.com/@uirangelandcenter
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MESSAGE FROM UI CALS DEAN EDGAR
 
I am pleased to announce that Dr. Andrew “Andy” Toelle has accepted the position of
director of the UI Extension 4-H Youth Development program, effective Nov. 2. He will be
based on the Moscow campus. 

A nationally recognized 4-H and Extension leader, Andy brings more than three decades of
experience in youth development, volunteer engagement, and Extension program
leadership. Most recently, he served as the Northeast District 4-H Regional Specialized Agent
with the University of Florida. 

Andy earned a doctorate in agricultural education and communication, with a specialization
in leadership and Extension, from the University of Florida. He also holds a master’s degree
in family and child development and a bachelor’s degree in psychology, both from Auburn
University. 

Throughout his career, Andy has led statewide initiatives focused on 4-H volunteer
development, school enrichment programming, youth leadership, staff development, and
organizational improvement. He currently chairs the University of Florida’s School
Enrichment/4-H in School Action Team. 

Andy is no stranger to the University of Idaho, having previously served as an associate
Extension professor from 1992 to 1994. We are excited to welcome him back to Idaho to lead
our 4-H program into its next chapter. As director, Andy will provide strategic leadership for a
statewide program that reaches more than 75,000 young people annually in communities
throughout Idaho. His leadership and experience will help CALS continue to strengthen the
reach, quality, and impact of our positive youth development programming. 

I would also like to thank Nancy Shelstad for her leadership and willingness to serve as
interim 4-H director for the past two years. We are grateful for her service and wish her well
in retirement. Until Andy begins in November, I will serve as acting 4-H director and work
closely with the 4-H team to maintain continuity, address immediate needs, and prepare the
program for a successful leadership transition. Please join me in welcoming Andy back to the
University of Idaho and congratulating him on his new role.
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New Director of the UI Extension
4-H Youth Development Program

Dr. Andrew “Andy” Toelle 
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🎉Meet the 2027 Youth in Action Winners 🎉

We're proud to introduce four incredible young people who are making a difference and
inspiring others along the way. Although their stories are vastly different, their passion,
leadership, and commitment to their communities are the same. These 4‑H'ers embody

what it means to be Beyond Ready!

Aarush Muthukrishnan – Pennsylvania 4-H'er
Aarush Muthukrishnan

Pennsylvania 4‑H

Harrison Crenshaw – Tennessee 4-H'er
Harrison Crenshaw

Tennessee 4‑H

Lilly Lucas – Colorado 4-H'er
Lilly Lucas

Colorado 4‑H

Musiq Williams – Florida 4-H'er
Musiq Williams

Florida 4‑H

Our winners know how to turn bold ideas into meaningful action. We look forward to
celebrating their accomplishments and sharing their stories all year long.

National 4-H



Registration 4-H 2026-2027 year
Now Open 4h.zsuite.org

Teton Farm and Coalition
meeting
Online via Zoom
October 28, 12am-1 pm 
 www.tetonfoodfarmcoalition.org 

Fair Board Meeting 
October 14, 7 pm 
Teton County, ID Courthouse 

Teton Valley Beekeeping
Association Fall 2026 Meeting
Online via Zoom
October 27, 7-8 PM
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UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO EXTENSION, TETON COUNTY 
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