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This past winter has been unusually dry 

and warm across the Tetons, with lower-

than-average snowpack. As we move into 

the growing season, gardeners should 

prepare for limited water supply and pos-

sible drought conditions. 

Ways to prepare: 

• Mulch generously (2–4 inches of 

straw, wood chips, or shredded 

leaves) to reduce evaporation. 

• Water deeply and less frequently to 

encourage deep root growth. 

• Use drip irrigation or soaker hoses to 

deliver water directly to roots. 

• Water early in the morning to mini-

mize evaporation and disease pres-

sure. 

• Collect rainwater or grey water where 

possible, and group plants with simi-

lar water needs together. 

 

Consider drought-tolerant plants: Many 

natives thrive on minimal supplemental 

water once established — yarrow, Rocky 

Mountain penstemon, blue grama grass, 

and serviceberry are great options. Among 

vegetables, root crops, dry beans, Swiss 

chard, and amaranth are relatively 

drought-tolerant. Herbs like lavender, 

sage, thyme, and oregano are naturally 

drought-hardy and well-suited to our cli-

mate. 

Hardiness Zone Update for Driggs 

The USDA Plant Hardiness Zone for Driggs 

has shifted to Zone 5b, reflecting slightly 

warmer average minimum winter temper-

atures. However, we recommend continu-

ing to plan as if we are in Zone 4. Our ar-

ea remains highly susceptible to late 

spring and early fall frosts, and zone 

maps reflect average minimums, not 

worst-case scenarios. Relying on Zone 5b 

assumptions could leave plants vulnera-

ble to unexpected cold snaps. 

Garden Planning and Site Assessment 

Adequate planning and an early start are 

key to a successful Teton garden. Begin 

by mapping your garden site. Sketch exist-
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ing structures, water sources, and vege-

tation. Consider sunlight, shade, wind, 

drainage, and slope. Most plants need 6

–12 hours of daily sun, so a south or 

southwest facing site is optimal, though 

note that sunny aspects will also need 

more water. In existing gardens, rotate 

annuals by plant family (or legumes, 

roots, fruits, and leaf crops) to prevent 

nutrient depletion and reduce pests and 

disease. 

Soil Health and Amendments 

Before adding fertilizer or amendments, 

have your soil professionally tested for 

pH, texture, and nutrient levels. Exten-

sion office soil tests typically run $35–

$65 and are well worth the investment. 

Testing every few years lets you track 

changes over time. Regardless of soil 

type, applying finished compost annually 

improves soil structure, microorganism 

activity, and nutrient levels. Basic tools — 

a trowel, shovel, and hose with a spray 

nozzle — are all you need to get started. 

Check thrift stores and garage sales for 

affordable supplies. 

Choosing and Growing Plants 

Teton Valley typically has a frost-free 

period of just 49–65 days. Cool season 

crops like kale, leafy greens, and radish-

es are a reliable way to get started. Giv-

en our dry winter, prioritize drought-

tolerant varieties where possible. To 

combat our dramatic day-to-night tem-

perature swings, use floating row cover 

to stabilize soil temperature, removing it 

when temperatures exceed 85°F. 

Raised beds, cold frames, container gar-

dening, and hoop houses all extend your 

season. Starting seeds indoors or pur-

chasing starts from a local nursery or 

farm is especially helpful for slower-

maturing plants. 

Preparing to Plant 

Before planting, weed, till, and apply any 

needed soil amendments. Mulch around 

plants to suppress weeds, warm the soil, 

and retain moisture. Make sure soil is 

dry enough before tilling; it should break 

up and crumble easily. Check seed pack-

ets for recommended planting dates and 

ideal soil temperatures and use a kitch-

en thermometer to test before sowing. 

Last, we hope you can join us for a Com-

munity Seed Swap & Plant Exchange at 

the Seed Library at the Valley of the Te-

tons Library in Victor on Wednesday, 

April 22nd from 4:30-6:30 pm in honor 

of Earth Day!  

(Continued from page 1) 

See the Series Playlist 

www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6g6ZYcM47s_hts14MWhD4iMm_n7gCJ1 
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Scan QR code to listen: 
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Season 4 of the Inland 

Northwest Artisan 

Grains Podcast 

Launching Soon! 
  

The goal of the Inland North-

west Artisan Grains Pod-

cast is to support the develop-

ment of     artisan grains val-

ues-based supply chains and 

production of   value-added 

artisan grains products in the 

Inland Northwest        region 

of Idaho, Washington, Ore-

gon, and Montana. 

Scan QR code for Podcast : 

Register: 

https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/events/food-safety 

Free Workshops 
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Teton Food and Farm Coalition 

The Teton Food and Farm Coalition (TFFC) is a Teton-based group  

Serving  Jackson Hole and Teton Valley         

 facilitated by the University of Idaho Extension in Teton County  

Our mission is “ To Strengthen our Community Food System” 

 

TETON FOOD & FARM COALITION MEETING 

The 4th Wednesday of every month. 

12-1 pm,  Zoom 

A food coalition is a link to farmers, food processors, distributors, restau-
rants, nonprofits, and others in community food system projects and poli- cy 
development. Anyone interested in strengthening our local food economy is 

invited to participate!  

Register for meeting by going to:  https://www.tetonfoodfarmcoalition.org 
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TETON COUNTY 4-H NEWS 

 

Cyrus Vore prepares to address the House floor, with 
Idaho House Speaker Mike Moyle standing behind 
him to his right. 
 

BY John O'Connell 
Photos by University of Idaho 
March 30, 2026 

For a few recent weeks, Cyrus Vore, 
a University of Idaho Extension 4-H 
Youth Development program coordi-
nator, addressed the floor of the Idaho 
House of Representatives daily and 
played a central role in making the leg-
islative process work. 

UI Extension enabled Vore, 23, to seize 
the opportunity of a lifetime for a self-
described political junkie — allowing 
him to fill in as acting chief clerk of the 
Idaho House of Representatives while 
continuing his job with the Kootenai 
County 4-H program remotely. 

Throughout most of the 2026 legisla-
tive session, Vore read nearly 600 
bills, memorials and resolutions to 
lawmakers, recommended bill com-
mittee assignments and did essential 
behind-the-scenes work. He fulfilled 
his Extension duties during breaks, 
nights and weekends. 

From his recent experience in the Leg-
islature, he’ll bring newfound authority 
when he facilitates programs covering 
4-H pillars such as leadership, civics 
and government. 

“Cyrus represented all of Idaho Exten-
sion to all of Idaho, and that’s just a 
huge positive,” said Rusty Gosz, direc-
tor of UI Extension’s northern district. 
“Put your stars out front and let them 
do their thing, and that’s what we got 
to do with Cyrus.” 

Working for 4-H is another dream job 
for Vore, who was a participant in the 
Kootenai County 4-H program for eight 
years prior to joining the staff in June 
of 2025. He believes the program 
played a major role in preparing him 
for the successes he’s now enjoying. 

“At its core, 4-H is really public speak-
ing, meeting with people, shaking 
hands, making friends, making fami-
ly,” Vore said. “I was constantly doing 
interviews in 4-H, so when it came to 
job interviews, I was like, ‘Sure, let’s 
do it.’” 

 

From left, Cyrus Vore, UI Extension Northern 
District Director Rusty Gosz, Interim UI Exten-
sion 4-H Youth Development Director Nancy 
Shelstad, House Speaker Mike Moyle, UI Exten-
sion Associate Director Bridger Feuz and UI 
Extension Eastern District Director Marnie 
Spencer pose by the speaker’s chair.   
 
4-H gave Vore an early taste of the po-
litical process. He participated for 
three years in Know Your Govern-
ment — an immersive experience that 
teaches youth about government and 
the judicial system by challenging 

them to play roles in mock hearings 
and trials. As a high school senior, he 
was elected state 4-H president and 
was invited to speak in that capacity 
during the annual Know Your Govern-
ment Conference, hosted in Boise. 
Vore earned enough dual enrollment 
credits to graduate from high school in 
2021 with associate degrees through 
Northern Idaho College (NIC) in Coeur 
d’Alene in political science, pre-law 
and general studies. Following high 
school, he attended NIC for a year and 
earned additional associate degrees in 
education and early childhood educa-
tion. 

He chose to finish a bachelor’s degree 
in political science at Boise State Uni-
versity (BSU) to be as close as possi-
ble to the Idaho State Capitol. During 
his first year at BSU, Vore accepted a 
part-time internship with U.S. Sen. 
Mike Crapo, R-Idaho. While working 
for Crapo’s office, he received an 
email about another opportunity — 
serving as assistant chief clerk of the 
Idaho House of Representatives. 

Following his successful application, 
Vore had a jam-packed schedule in 
the spring of 2023, taking 19 BSU cred-
its online and working full time for the 
state Legislature. 

“We created all of the physical bills, 
calendars, vote sheets — all of the 
physical paper trail and web records,” 
Vore said of his tenure as assistant 
chief clerk. “Our job was to work eve-
rything on the back side so the repre-
sentatives could do their job without 

(Continued on page 9) 

4-H coordinator pinch hits as Idaho House’s top parliamentarian 
UI Extension 4-H coordinator plays key role in Idaho Legislature 

https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/4h
https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/4h
https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/4h/events/kyg
https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/4h/events/kyg
https://www.uidaho.edu/academics/dual-credit
https://www.uidaho.edu/academics/dual-credit
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having to worry about that kind of stuff.” 

After graduating from BSU in the winter of 2023, Vore con-
tinued his service as assistant chief clerk for two more leg-
islative sessions, before joining the Extension team and 
reconnecting with his 4‑H roots. 

Vore and his wife, Kyra, were on their honeymoon when he 
received a surprise call from his former boss, Chief Clerk 
Erica McGinnis. McGinnis informed him she would be on 
maternity leave throughout most of the 2026 session. 
McGinnis, House Speaker Mike Moyle and the speaker’s 
chief of staff, Jason Hancock, immediately thought of Vore 
as the perfect substitute. 

 

The fact that Vore could accept the job is a testament to 
the dedication of his county’s 4‑H volunteers, who as-
sured him they could “hold down the fort” and implored 
him to go help the Legislature. Vore was also fortunate that 
spring is the slowest season on the 4‑H schedule. 

The chief clerk works full time during the session as the top 
parliamentarian for the House, responsible for advising 
members on parliamentary procedures, maintaining rec-
ords of proceedings, handling administrative tasks to sup-
port the legislative process, performing clerical duties 
such as bill processing and maintaining the daily journal 
and supporting the speaker of the House. 

All 70 state representatives have come to know Vore by 
name, and he’s made invaluable connections, which 
should lay a solid foundation for his goal of eventually 
campaigning for office. 

 

Members of the Idaho House of Representatives listen while Cyrus Vore 
addresses them. Vore filled in during the 2026 legislative session as 
acting clerk of the House. 

 

“I would love to run someday for something — whether 
that’s at a lower level like county, city or an advisory board 
— or even for federal office,” Vore said. “That’s been my 
end goal ever since seventh grade when I won my first 
election for student government.” 

His brief tenure as chief parliamentarian also changed his 
views about the snail’s pace at which the legislative pro-
cess proceeds. Rather than slow, he now describes the 
process as “deliberate” and “methodical,” understanding 
that painstaking work is necessary to ensure that pro-
posed code adheres to legal precedent and fits well within 
the Idaho Constitution. 

If there’s a lesson in Vore’s experience, he believes it’s to 
say “yes” when opportunity knocks. 

“You never know where life is going to take you so rather 
than being worried about logistics, say ‘Yes’ and then fig-
ure it out,” Vore said. “Don’t start with no.”  

 

 

(Continued from page 8) 

“When I told the speaker I would be 
out on maternity leave, he said, ‘Well, 
we’ve got to get Cyrus back.’ The speak-
er pulled the strings and made it hap-
pen because Cyrus was the only one 
who had the next closest level of expe-
rience in the office”. 

Erica McGinnis 
Chief Clerk Idaho House of Representatives 
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SPRING BREAK March 29-April 4th  
6th Babysitter Club 4-5:30 
• Swine Club Meeting 6-8 PM 

8th Hams and Lambs Club Meeting 6:30 PM 
• Fair Board Meeting 7-9 PM 

10th Ag-Robotics Competition Practice 10-1 

13th Babysitter Club 4-5:30 
• Photography Club Meeting 6:30-8:30 

15th Teton County 4-H leader Council 
Meeting 5-6:30 PM Extension Office 445 N. 
Main 
• ABC 4-H Friday Day Camp Enrollment 

through ABC opens 
• 4-H Shadow Riders Club Meeting 6-8:30 

PM 

16th Art Club 4-5:30  

17th Ag-Robotics Competition Practice 10-1 
• Turkey Meeting 9-10         

20th Swine Weigh-in 4-6 PM 

21st Babysitter Club 4-5:30 

22nd EARTH DAY 
• Hams and Lambs Club Meeting 6:30 PM 

23rd Art Club 4-5:30 

24th Ag-Robotics Competition Practice 10-1 

25th EARTH DAY Celebration Teton County 
Fairgrounds 10-1 PM 

27th Swine Club Meeting 6-8 PM  

28th Babysitter Club 4-5:30 

30th Paperwork due by 4 PM                     
Breeding projects, Horse, Dog, Cat, Poultry 

Art Club 4-5:30

CALENDAR 

 

1st Ag-Robotics Competition Practice 10-1   

• Applications for Alpine Camp Due  

4th 4-H Annual Scholarship Diner                           
“May the 4th Be With You” 

5th Babysitter Club 4-5:30 

7th Paperwork due by 4PM Dog, Cat, horse, 
Poultry 

• Art Club 4-5:30 

8th Alpine 4-H Camp Opening 

11th Horse Meeting offsite 

12th Babysitter Club 4-5:30 

13th Teton County Fair Board Meeting 7 PM 
County Courthouse 

14th Dog Club 5-7 and Cat Club 7-8:30 

• Art Club 4-5:30 

15th Ag-Robotics Competition Practice 10-1 

16th Alpine Camp Counselor Training Idaho 
Falls 

18th Babysitter Club 4-5:30 

• Sheep and Goat Weigh-in 4-5:30 Teton 
County Fairgrounds Scale 

• Photography Club 6:30-8:30 

19th Alpine Cam Meeting 4-5:30 

20th Shadow Riders Club Meeting 6-8:30 

21st Dog Club 5-7 and Cat Club 7-8:30 

• Art Club 4-5:30 

22nd Ag-Robotics Competition Practice 10-1  

25th Memorial Day Office Closed 

27th Alpine Camp Meeting 4-5:30 

28th Dog Club 5-7 and Cat Club 7-8:30 

• Art Club 4-5:30 

29th Last Day of School 4-H party picnic 12 PM 
extension Office 
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EASTERN DISTRICT 4-H NEWS 
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STATE 4-H NEWS 

LEARN EVERYWHERE 
WITH 4-H 

  

Opportunity for high school 
credit. Enrollment opens:  

January 1, 2026 
  

Learn Everywhere with 4-H  

Learn Everywhere in            
Idaho gives students in grades  
7–12 enrolled in public, charter, 
and online public schools the 
opportunity to earn high school 
credit for their 4-H experiences. 

  
Through this program, students 
enroll in an online course and 
combine a 4-H project, such as 
Animal Science or Know Your 
Government, with lessons writ-
ten by University of Idaho Ex-
tension Educators.  
 
Students complete a minimum 
of 60 hours of learning, includ-
ing hands-on project work, a 
record book, a demonstration of 
skills, and an interview, along 
with learning activities that sup-
port college and career readi-
ness.  
 
Upon successful completion, 
participating Idaho schools 
award high school credit, which 
is recorded directly on the stu-

dent’s official transcript. 
 

Interested…. 

Contact the Learn Everywhere with 4-H team or 

your local University of Idaho Extension office (Teton 

County 208-776-8235 ask for Abby) to learn more 

about: 

• earning school credit 

• enrolling in an approved course 

• helping your school to be a participating high school 

Email: learneverywhere@uidaho.edu 

https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/4h/programs/learn-everywhere
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Thank you to all counties with Outbound delegates, we are excited to be sending four 

delegates abroad this summer! Host family applications are open for families inter-

ested in hosting a delegate this summer!  
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National 4-H NEWS 



 20 

 

CALL TO ACTION: SEEKING 4-H HISTORY STORIES! 
Do you have a story to share?  

Submit for the National 4-H History 
Preservation news-

letter.Editor@4HHistory.com  
- 500 words max. 
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REGISTRATION  4-H 2025-2026 YEAR 

Now Open 4h.zsuite.org 

 

FAIR BOARD MEETING 

April 8th Teton County Courthouse 7 PM 

 

TETON COUNTY 4-H LEADERSHIP COUNCIL  April 

15th 5-6:30 UI Extension 445 N. Main Driggs 

 

TETON FARM AND COALITION MEETING 

April 22,  2026 12am-1 pm     

www.tetonfoodfarmcoalition.org  

 

EARTH DAY SEED LIBRARY OPEN HOUSE 

April 22,  2026 4:30-6:30 Valley of the Tetons 

Library Victor Branch  

 

TETON COUNTY ANNUAL 4-H SCHOLARSHIP 

DINNER 

May 4, 2026  5-7:30 

 

TETON COUNTY FAIR July 25-August 1, 2026 

 

NATIONAL 4-H DAIRY CONFERENCE 

September 27-30 Madison WI. 

 

NATIONAL 4-H CONGRESS 

November 27– December 1 Atlanta GA. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
CONTACT US 

 

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO EXTENSION, TETON COUNTY  

 

Mailing Address: 

 150 Courthouse Dr. #208. Driggs, ID 83422 

Physical Address:                                                                      

 445 N. Main St., Driggs, ID. 83422 

Phone: 208-776-8235 

Email:   teton@uidaho.edu 

Web: https://www.uidaho.edu/extension/county/teton/4-h 

 

Staff: 

Jennifer Werlin, Extension Educator 

jwelin@uidaho.edu 

Tammy Sachse, Extension Assistant 

teton@uidaho.edu 

Abby Grundler,  4-H Coordinator 

teton4h@uidaho.edu 

Lanon Thornton 4-H STEM Assistant 

 


